WORSHIP IX THE TELJGU COUNTRY     &
girls come and dance in a booth erected in front of the
image and work themselves up into a state of frenzy,
during which they are supposed to be inspired by the
deities, and utter oracles to the worshippers. When
the epidemic begins to abate, the Brahman pujarf
closes his part of the proceedings and departs.
Then, on that afternoon and evening, animal sacri-
fices are offered under the booth. On the firsi animal
killed, which is generally a goat, water is poured from
a brass vessel, to see if it shivers.1 If it does, it is
taken as a good omen that the goddess is propitiated
and the disease will disappear. Then other animals are
brought and, in accordance with a very common division
of functions in the Telugu country, a washerman kills
the sheep, goats, and fowls, and a Madiga the buffaloes.
The heads of the sheep and goats, as well as of the
buffaloes, have the right forelegs put crosswise in the
mouths, the faces smeared with fat from the entrails,
and a lighted lamp placed above them. The blood is
caught in a basket full of boiled rice, and the rice and
blood are sprinkled round the village, while a Madiga
carries on his own head the head of a buffalo exactly as
is done elsewhere. Here, too, great care is taken to
prevent any person from another village taking away
any of the rice and blood, lest the other village should
get all the benefit of the sacrifice, and evils of all kinds
descend on the unhappy villagers who have offered it.
The ceremony of impaling live animals on stakes fixed
round a wooden car,3 and dragging them off to the
boundary of the village is also practised here.
Bkimadole, near Elkre. At another village, called
Bhimadole, about twenty miles from Ellore, I came
across one of the few instances I have met with of any
direct connexion between the harvest and the worship
of a village goddess. There is an annual festival held
there about harvest time, in November or December,
lasting one day, which is always a Tuesday. About half
a ton of rice is boiled in the middle of the village, taken
1 See page 55.            s Seep. 58.